. This eight-point scale is more meaningful and reproducible than the existing 0, +, + +, + ++,
numerous workers have demonstrated the practical applicability of this phenomenon as an indicator of potential pathogenicity of these organisms. Two general procedures for coagulase determination are the tube method (2) and the slide method (1) . Recently, a capillary tube method (3) and a nephelometric method (5) hra hr' hra hra S. aureus 3A2 Hartmanb 10 10 10 10 S. aureus 3A3 5 6 6 6 S. aureus 3A12 S. aureus 3A15 10 10 10 10 S. aureus 3A17 10 10 10 10 S. aureus 3A19 9 10 10 10 S. aureus 3A23 11 11 11 11 S. aureus 3A30 9 9 9 9 S. aureus 3A31 8 9 9 9 S. aureus S-6 16, 1968 By the dye-diffusion method described above, comparisons were made of coagulation of plasma by 23 staphylococcal strains in different growth stages (Table 1) The data showed good correlation of the two methods with strongly positive cultures ( Table 2) . With weakly positive cultures, the dye-diffusion method facilitated measurement of coagulase activity. Also, the dye method makes use of less plasma (about one-fourth that needed in the conventional tube technique), representing a saving of materials for large-scale screening tests. The same principle and reasoning in this test can be applied to other tests in which coagulation or increased viscosity is the parameter under scrutiny.
